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Ⅰ.

Introduction

As the capital of the People's Republic of China, Beijing is the nation's political, economic,
and cultural center as well as being the most important center in China for international trade
and communications. It locates on 40°N, 116°E. Beijing is situated at the northern tip of the
roughly triangular North China Plain. The north and west part of Beijing shield the city by
mountains. The elevation generally has 1000-1500 m high. The southeastern Beijing is a great
plain joining into Bo Sea with 26-60 m above the sea level. Beijing covers a total area of
more than 16,800 square kilometers. The population was 16.95 million people at the end of
2008. And Beijing makes up of 8 urban districts, 8 suburban districts and 2 countries.

Beijing's long and illustrious
history

starts

approximately

500,000 years ago. Records
show that Beijing has been an
inhabited city for more than
3,000 years. For more than 800
years, Beijing was a capital city
from the Yuan Dynasty to the
Ming and Qing dynasties. Beijing has been the heart and soul of politics and society
throughout its long history. “The Encyclopedia Britannica describes it as, ‘One of the world's
great cities’, and declares that the city has been an integral part of China’s history for
centuries, there is scarcely a major building of any age in Beijing that doesn't have at least
some national historical significance.” Beijing has 7,309 cultural relics and historic sites.
Especially, 6 World Heritage Sites were listed by United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), including the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, Summer
Palace, Temple of Heaven etc.
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Nowadays,

Beijing

developed

into

has
a

been
modern

international city. 21 headquarters
out of the World Top 500 have been
settled in Beijing, making Beijing on
the Top 5 all over the world. The
Beijing Financial Street and the
Beijing Central Business District
(CBD) reflect the rapid economic development. Besides, Zhongguancun is a major centre in
electronics and computer-related industries in Beijing, which called "China's Silicon Valley".
Moreover, National Center for the Performing Arts, Beijing Capital International Airport,
CCTV Headquarters, The National Stadium and Beijing National Aquatics Centre become
symbolic buildings in Beijing too.

With successfully holding the 29th Olympic Games and 13th Paralympics in 2008, Beijing
obtained the high praise from the athlete, the media and the world. Beijing once again
demonstrated her enchanting charisma in front of the whole world. Meanwhile, both urban
basic facilities and service level have moved to a better stage. Now, Beijing is ready to
welcome your arrival.
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Ⅱ. Let’s go to Beijing
 Glamorous city

The Great Wall
The Great Wall is one of the eight wonders of the world
and is the only man-made structure that is visible from
the moon. This immense wall was built to keep out
invaders as well as to retain the inhabitants. It covers
five provinces (6,700 kilometers) from Shanhaiguan
Pass in the east to Jiayuguan Pass in the west. In 1987, it
was listed as one of the World Heritage Sites by UNESCO.

Tiananmen Square
Tiananmen Square is the largest city central square in the
world with 440,000 ㎡ . The solemn and respectful
Tiananmen Square is not only the symbol of Beijing but
also the symbol of China. The square is surrounded by a
variety of significant buildings: Chinese Revolution History Museum, Mao Mausoleum, and
The Great Hall of the People etc.
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Forbidden City
The Forbidden City is the largest and best-preserved
imperial palace over the world. It is located in the
center of Beijing surrounding by a moat that is 6 m
deep and a 10 m high wall. For 491 years, spanning two
dynasties and 24 emperors, it has 9,999 rooms; just one
room short of the number that ancient Chinese believed
represented divine perfection. In 1987, it was listed as one of the World Heritage Sites by
UNESCO.

Summer Palace
The Summer Palace is 15 kilometers from central
Beijing. It is a famous classic imperial garden with
incredible beauty. Containing examples of the ancient
arts, it also has graceful landscapes and magnificent
constructions. The Summer Palace is the archetypal
Chinese garden and holds a special place in the history of Chinese gardens. In 1998, it was
listed as one of the World Heritage Sites by UNESCO.

Temple of Heaven
Temple of Heaven is the largest group of structures
dedicated to rituals that pay homage to heaven. This
temple was built specifically for the worship of heaven
and prayers for good harvests during the time of the
Ming and Qing dynasties. The entire temple complex is
a treasure of ancient Chinese architectural design and
art. In 1998, it was listed as one of the World Heritage
Sites by UNESCO.
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Peking Man Site at Zhoukoudian
Peking Man Site is located on the southwestern Beijing,
where is a suburban district called Zhoukoudian. It
becomes world famous after the discovery of a
500,000-year-old human skull on 2nd December 1929.
By far, 6 craniums, 15 mandibles, 157 teeth and the
massive skeleton fragment have been found. It can represent approximately 40 individual
Peking man. Peking Man Site plays an important role on biological evolution study. In 1987,
it was listed as one of the World Heritage Sites by UNESCO.

LiYuan Theater
The Liyuan Theatre opens at October 1990. It can hold
nearly thousands of audience who are interested in the
Peking Opera. It generally has 400 plays per year.
Besides, the audience can enjoy delicious snacks and
famous Chinese tea while watching the wonderful
performance.

The Beijing National Stadium
The Beijing National Stadium has formed the network
shape skeleton, likely branch knitting bird nest. So it
also knows as the bird's nest, which holds the Opening
and Closing ceremonies for 29th Olympic Games and
13th Paralympics 2008. It has 91,000 seats, including 200 wheelchair stands seats. The total
building area is 258,000 ㎡. The Beijing National Stadium is the world's largest steel structure
construction Coliseum, with about 42,000 tons Steel.
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Beijing National Aquatics Centre
The Beijing National Aquatics Centre also known as the
Water Cube，is located at Beijing Olympics Park. Its
design is a global design competition created "water
cube" program. The Water Cube has 79,532 ㎡ building
area and 17,000 seats, including 4,000 Permanent seats,
2,000 seats can be dismantled and 11,000 temporary
seats.

National Center for the Performing Arts
The National Center for the Performing Arts is an opera
house located in downtown Beijing. Its exterior is a
titanium glass ellipsoidal dome surrounded by a
man-made lake. Some people say it looks like an egg
floating in water; therefore it is nicknamed "The Egg."
The National Center for the Performing Arts becomes an iconic architecture of Beijing.

798 Art Zone
798 Art Zone is the most important and biggest art area
in Beijing. The whole area was transformed from
abandoned electronic factory, and 798 refer to the name
of the factory. Since 2003, it is hot welcomed by many
artists and the area has become the largest gathering
place for artists. 798 art area has become China’s
indispensable hub of contemporary art and nowadays there are more than 60 gallery spaces,
including art studios, cafes, restaurants, clubs, and other art related venues.
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Shichahai: Bars and Clubs
Shichahai is a majestic lake situated near central Beijing. With
the improving environment, it is a true oasis amidst the lake. It
provides a tranquil escape to stressed workers seeking a sense
of space and well-being. However, it becomes more hustle and
hustle when the night comes, because there are many bars and
clubs surrounding the lake. Shichahai has different beauty
between the day and night.

 Beijing’s food, YUMMY

Peking Roast Duck
The history of the Peking Roast Duck can be traced back to
as early as the Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368). Thus, Peking
duck has the reputation of being the most delicious food all
over the world; most visitors coming to Beijing will never
forget to have a try. The best-roasted duck is date-red, shining with oil, but with a crisp skin
and tender meat. The chef cuts the meat into thin slices at table. Then the meat is served with
Chinese onion and special sauce.

Imperial Court Food
Imperial Court Food is a style of Chinese food that
has its origins in the Imperial Palace. It is based on
the foods that were served to Emperors and the court.
Fang Shan in Beihai Park and Ting Li Guan in the
Summer Palace are the best ones. 150 years ago you
would never have been able to eat this stuff, so give it
a shot.
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Chinese dumpling
A Chinese dumpling, with meat and vegetable fillings, is
a

traditional

Chinese

Food.

Nowadays,

Chinese

dumpling becomes one of the most widely popular foods
all over the world. Especially Chinese dumpling is
essential during Chinese Spring Festival, since the shape
of Chinese dumplings is similar to ancient Chinese gold
or silver coin. Therefore, Chinese are Masters in the Art of Making Dumplings.

Hot Pot
Beijing winters can get very cold, so "hot pot" is a natural
favorite with local people. In recent years, Cantonese and
Sichuan flavor hot pots have grown in popularity,
overtaking the more typical Beijing tradition of boiling
thin slices of mutton in a seasoned broth (otherwise
known as Mongolian hot pot). The basic ingredients of a
hot pot meal include thinly sliced beef and mutton with
fresh vegetables.

 Folk custom
Siheyuan (Courtyard) of Beijing
During the old days, the traditional Siheyuan was quite
impressive for the unique charm of the Beijinger.
Siheyuan is a kind of houses with buildings on four sides,
facing to the central and sharing the same courtyard.
Different Siheyuan has different architectural ornaments,
such as some brick carvings or woodcarvings dotted on
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the screen walls. Besides, doors and windows with wooden partition are also the key points
for ornamentation.

Beijing Hutongs
Hutong refers to lanes and alleys between the Siheyuan
(courtyard with buildings on four sides) in Beijing,
spreading over every corner of the old city. Hutong is a
transliteration from Mongolian bearing the meaning of
walking ground. The old hutongs, the fruit of the ancient
history of Beijing, have existed for over 700 years. After a world of changes through centuries,
they have become a symbol of life for People in Beijing.

Beijing Temple Fair
The over 400-year-old Beijing temple fair
originated in the Ming dynasty, and thrived in
the Qianlong period of the Qing dynasty. In the
past, there were eight temple fairs during the
Spring Festival, from the first day to the
fifteenth day of the first lunar month. People can
enjoy delicious traditional Chinese snacks while watching the show.

Beijing Opera
Beijing Opera is a national treasure with a history of 200 years.
It is not only popular in China, but also all over the world. From
the Qing Dynasty (1790) to today, Beijing Opera is the most
significant of all operas in China, and it has a richness of
repertoire, great number of artists and audiences. It gives a
profound influence on Chinese culture.
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 Tourism development
Beijing has the wonderful facilities on traveling service for the tourist all over the world,
providing the convenience.

Hotel
On 2007, the quantity of star-level hotel achieved
700 in Beijing, including 37 five star-level, 91 four
star-level, 228 three star-level, 292 two star-level,
52

one

star-level.

On

2008,

there

is

an

unprecedented opportunity on the front of Beijing
by the Beijing Olympic Games. Beijing star-level hotel increases to 824.

Tourist
On 2005, Beijing received 3,629,000 oversea
tourists. On 2008, Beijing received the tourist
3,790,000 people. According to the latest research,
both the Chinese and foreign tourists are about
147 million people traveling to Beijing every year.
Beijing government plan that we would try to
attracting 5 million oversea tourists coming to
Beijing on 2010.
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Ⅲ.

Beijing Traveling Transportation Achievements

 Transport links

As an international city, Beijing has very convenient transport links system for the
passengers. It contains one international airport, four train stations and eleven
long-distance passenger depots.
Air

Beijing Capital International Airport (BCIA) is the main
international airport of Beijing, China. It is located 25km
northeast of Beijing's city center. The BCIA is the largest
and busiest airport in China. It is the main hub, which
flies to 91 international destinations (excluding cargo)
from Beijing. To accommodate the growing traffic
volume, Beijing Capital added the enormous Terminal 3 on 2008. It has a building area of 1
million ㎡ and the building of a new ground transport centre (GTC), which covers an area of
340,000 ㎡. Terminal 3 becomes the world largest terminal building.
By 2008, passenger volume had 55.94 million, making BCIA the 8th busiest airport in the
world. In 2008, the airport registered 431,670 aircraft movements (take-offs and landings),
making Beijing Capital the only Asian airport in the Top 30. The latest data displays that it has
about 254 aircraft movements and 33,462 passenger volumes per day in 2009.
Besides, the Beijing municipality has a transport system around the airport. There are 3
airport expressways connecting the city center and BCIA. Moreover, a new railway is being
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built linking city and Terminal 3’s GTC and Terminal 2, passengers will need only 18minutes
to get to the airport by Airport Express.

Railway

Beijing South Railway Station (BSRS) had rebuilt
from 2006. And it was completed on August 2008.
It is a super comprehensive transportation
junction, including railway, high-speed railway,
suburban railway, urban subway, bus and taxi. As
the Asia top one railway station, the total landing
area is 499,200 ㎡ and the building area is
420,000 ㎡. The annual transportation amounts would over 150 million people in 2015.

As one of the China Railway Station, Beijing Train Station
is a Beijing's transport hub. Beijing metro line 2 passes it.
And outside the Beijing Train Station, it has many bus
stations for transfer.

Beijing West Railway Station (BWRS) is a modernized
passenger depot, since it was completed in 1996. The
BWRS is the terminal station for Beijing-Kowloon
railway. The passenger may go to Kowloon (Hong
Kong) directly from here. In BWRS, the highest
passenger capacity may reach 180 trains (including
arrival and departure) and 0.6 million people per day.
Besides, both north and south square of BWRS have numerous public transportation lines.
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Long-distance Passenger Depots

At the moment, Beijing has 11 interprovincial traveling passenger depots, 4,089
interprovincial passenger stocks and 790 transportation lines. The daily average sends the
passenger stocks 2200 times, and the passenger transport amount is about 25.71 million
people per year.
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 City communication
Infrastructure
z

Road

The traditional scenic sites in Beijing mainly
distribute at both urban and suburban district. And
the road facility conditions around these scenic sites
were

already

construction.

done
In

well

by

to

both

order

governmental
provide

the

convenience for the tourist and the city development,
the road mileage was 26,912 km at the end of 2008,
including urban road 7,188 km.
Besides, the government invested 14.2 billion Yuan
for rebuilding 8,770 km traveling road on suburban
districts and countries. It is good for improving the
level of suburban traveling road and security rating,
providing the convenience for the tourist, and
promoting the tourism development.
z

Transportation hubs

For the foreign tourist, some scenic spots with the
historical culture at the urban have better attraction,
such as the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven
etc. Therefore, the transportation hubs become
important,

because

transportation

the

transfer on

tourist

need

public

the urban.

Beijing

government very concentrates on constructing the
transport hubs. It has completed 4 transportation
hubs. And some transportation hubs are constructing
now, like BSRS south square.
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Public transportation

As a mega-city, public transportation plays a significant
role in Beijing’s daily life. This is not only the request
by the municipal transportation developmental strategy,
but also suitable for the urban development. Actually,
most of the scenic sites are located at both urban and
suburban districts, connecting by the public transit lines.
Therefore, it is a good choose to use the public
transportation, since it’s cheaper and convenient.

z

Metro

Recently, Beijing government invested more money on
public transportation development. Since thirty years of
reform and opening-up in China, especially after the
successfully holding the 29th Beijing Olympic Games,
urban rail transit entered the high-speed development
period. Until the end of 2008, Beijing metro had 8 lines,
200 km in total. And the passenger volume had 1.22
billion people on 2008. The development of urban rail
transit made an important contribution to Beijing public
transportation. In addition, it also provides enormous
convenient for the tourist all over the world.
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z

Bus

Beijing has a great of achievements on bus. It
has 114,328 staff. Besides, it has 21,507
operational vehicles, 671 operational lines with
18,000 km in total mileage. And the passenger
volume had 4.7 billion people on 2008. The bus
provides the good journey environment for the
citizen, and offers the convenient to the tourist.
In addition, Beijing has implemented the
preferential policy which the passenger can get
traveling discount by the Beijing Transportation
Pass. And the tourist can choose the temporary
Beijing Transportation Pass. Moreover, in order
to enhance the operating speed for the bus, it has
258.5 km bus lane.
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Taxi

Compared with North America or Europe, taxi fares
were cheaper in Beijing. So it is easy to accept by
foreign tourists. Taxi was considered as a convenient
and fast transportation by a large number of tourists,
so most foreigners like to take taxi when they
traveled in Beijing. At present, Beijing has 253 taxi
companies, which have 66,000 taxis and 100,000
staff (including 94,000 drivers). And the average
passenger volume capacity is nearly 1.8 million
people per day. In order to improve taxi service, all
taxi was able to pay by the Beijing transportation
Pass; appearance of taxi was standardized and 95%
of old taxi has been replaced by new green car since
2005. Before 2008 Beijing Olympic games, most
taxi drivers did some training, such as how to service
in English and professional quality training etc.
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Tourism transportation
As a national center of tourism and transit city of tour
dispatch, the size of Beijing tourism transportation
market enlarged gradually. There are 87 tourism
transportation companies and 6,492 tour buses in
Beijing. Annual passenger volume is 70.78 million
people. Recently, in order to provide convenient and
safety passenger traffic, two major tasks have been
done for the tourism transportation, including:
One was set up Beijing Hub of Tour Dispatch launch
on September 2005. It is a unique road transportation
company for tourism transportation. It provides 17
tourism lines to arrival all scenic sites in Beijing.
Beijing Hub of Tour Dispatch aims to provide a
convenient tour service for all travelers to Beijing. The
company supplies full-scale travel services, including
tour packages, traveling consultation, booking service,
sightseeing, tourist guide, and the dining. They
integrate these businesses as a new typical travel
service.
The other was vehicle data recorder installing. In order
to ensure the safety of tourists and monitor the traffic
security of tour bus, transportation management
department required all tour buses to install vehicle
data recorder in 2006. All touring vehicles have been
done this task before 2008. In addition, 3,472 vehicles
were installed global position system (GPS). These
measures

improved

transportation.
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the

security

of

tourism

 Humanism traveling transportation service
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Bilingual Traffic Sign

During 2006 to 2008, Beijing government had
invested 120 million Yuan to update the traffic
signs on more than 5,700 km roads that link the
scenic site. Besides, on the way to the major scenic
sites, it has bilingual traffic sign with Chinese and
English. Especially before 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games, in order to provide English information for
foreign athletes and tourists, Beijing government
instituted local standard for English interpretation
of sign in public. Chinese-English signs were set
up in most public areas, such as bus station,
subway, transportation hub, hotel, shopping mail,
the scenic site and so on.
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Multilingual call center

Multilingual call center for taking taxi was
established on 2002. Now, 30,000 taxis can be
taken by this service and provide multilingual
translation directly. During the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games, multilingual call center
demonstrated the helpful via providing the
convenient service for all of the tourist, the
athlete and the media.
Moreover, the bilingual broadcasting system
with Chinese and English has been used on the
transportation hub, the bus and the subway.

Non-barrier facilities

In order to provide the better urban public
transportation and tourism transportation for
the

disabled,

Beijing

concentrates

on

non-barrier facilities construction; gets great
achievements.
At first, Beijing has 1,541 km blind tracks on
the urban roads. The city has the most and
longest blind tracks all over the world. And the
majority cross have ramp ways, especially on
the downtown, Olympic stadium and the
scenic site etc. 18 underpasses and 48
overpasses had been built with traffic capacity
for the wheelchair. Moreover, 450 overpasses
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and underpasses have the particular conditions
for the blind.
Secondly,

2,835

buses

with

non-barrier

facilities have been used in Beijing. Then
Beijing has the most buses with non-barrier
facilities in China. Especially during the 13th
Paralympics 2008, the bus with non-barrier
facilities displayed the advantages on ensuring
the competition, traveling and shopping for the
disabled.
Thirdly, 4 metro lines with 70 subway stations
had been rebuilt with non-barrier facilities.
And 4 new metro lines with 53 subway
stations had been constructed with non-barrier
facilities too. Before 29th Beijing Olympic
Games, for all 8 metro lines with 123 subway
stations and 411 passageways (entrances and
exits)，143 passageways have been built in 140
elevators, 120 lifting platforms, 42 climbing
wheelchairs. These measures satisfy the needs
for the wheelchair. In order to ensure the
transportation for the blind, 337 passageways
have blind tracks. The latest research shows
that there is at least one passageway for the
wheelchair and 2 passageways for the blind on
each subway station in Beijing. Meanwhile, all
subway stations have non-barrier guide sign,
broadcasting system, visual speaking system.
And it also has display screen system and
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wheelchair installing facilities inside the subway.
Fourthly, the taxi motorcade with non-barrier facilities was established in Beijing on 2008.
There are 70 taxis with non-barrier facilities on this motorcade. It provides the service for the
disabled going out and traveling via booking from the call center with the same cost as the
other taxi.
In addition, 11 long-distance Passenger Depots had been rebuilt with non-barrier facilities in
Beijing on 2007, including information desk with low-position, telephone with low-position,
parking and toilet with non-barrier facilities, blind track，non-barrier facilities lane only and
non-barrier facilities sign.
Moreover, in order to use the non-barrier facilities, choose the reasonable travel mode and
transportation tourism route for the disabled, the Beijing government has made "Beijing
Transportation Service with Non-Barrier Facilities Guide". The information contains public
transportation route, metro and bus stations with non-barrier facilities. It also has traveling,
shopping and the dining information.

Ⅳ.

Conclusion

Nowadays, Beijing has had the earth-shaking change. Beijing municipal transportation has
also obtained the huge development. Especially on 2008, Beijing has successfully held the
29th Olympic Games and 13th Paralympics. The municipal transportation infrastructure and
the transportation service level step a new stair. Meanwhile, Beijing also obtained massive
experience on receiving oversea tourist. With improving, Beijing will be more convenient,
more comfortable and safer for traveling.

Welcome to Beijing!
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